
The Mitford Years Book V: A New Song

1. Father Tim and Cynthia’s good-bye to their friends in Mitford is long and painful. Have you experienced
a similar good-bye? What have you learned that can lessen the pain? What can be done to ease the transition?

2. Ernie Fulcher said the yellow line down the center of the floor of his and Mona’s building has helped save
their marriage. Is having separate areas a good idea for a couple? How might it affect customers? Friends?
In what other ways do people define their space? How do children sharing a bedroom define “my side”?

3. Junior Bryson advertises for a bride. How would you write the personal ad for Junior? Should he have
been so honest about himself? How would you describe yourself in an ad?

4. Father Tim met his neighbor, Morris Love, when Barnabas dove under his fence. Father Tim was hot,
angry, and feeling foolish. Have you met someone in your life in an unusual way? How do you feel about
meeting people when you don’t look your best?

5. What elements contributed to helping Father Tim see the suffering soul behind Morris Love’s infirmity?
Have you ever had such an experience?

6. Should Father Tim have welcomed the wayward ex-choirmaster, Jeffrey Tolson, back to St. John’s?
Should he have consulted with his parishioners or was it his responsibility to decide? Was repentance a fair
requirement?

7. Was it wise for Father Tim and Cynthia to take Jonathan Tolson into their home? Did caring for a toddler
help or hinder their work? Was Father Tim’s concern about Cynthia’s emotional attachment warranted?

8. How did the storm change the landscape of Whitecap? How did it change people’s lives?

9. Was Helene Pringle right to come to Mitford? Was Father Tim right to give her his angel? Whom do you
think it belonged to? What was he given in its place?

10. How does Father Tim react to the glowing praise of Mitford’s new rector? Have you ever been in such a
situation? How did you react?


