
The Mitford Years Book II: A Light in the Window

1. Why do Father Tim’s deepening feelings for Cynthia frighten him so? What are Father Tim’s fears about
marrying? Is it a good idea for Father Tim to marry Cynthia? How might Father Tim’s marriage to Cynthia
enhance his role as a priest? How might it detract from it?

2. Minor characters are an important part of the Mitford books. Can you name four minor characters?
What does one minor character contribute to the fabric of village life in Mitford?

3. Many people don’t like to talk about their faith. Why? Why do you think it is socially permissible to discuss
sexual behavior, income, politics, and other highly personal matters, yet discussing one’s faith is often
discouraged?

4. Compare Miss Sadie’s gift of money to build the nursing home with Edith Mallory’s promise of donations
to the children’s hospital. What is each looking for in return for her gift?

5. Jan Karon says there are Mitfords all over the country. Do you live in one? If so, why do you think your
community is like Mitford? Is Mitford necessarily a small town? Discuss whether it might also be a close
neighborhood in a large city.

6. Have you ever had company like Cousin Meg? How could Father Tim have handled her presence in his
house better? How can guests enrich your life? What kind of strain does having guests put on your life?


