
The Mitford Years Book VI: A Common Life

1. Even after his proposal, Father Tim’s long struggle between his inner fears and his love for Cynthia is not
over. How does Jan Karon manage to make him both an inspiration to all and a very down-to-earth human
being? Are there any figures like that in your life?

2. The flurry of competing plans-choir, cake-baking, flower arrangements, honeymoon-threaten to take
away the happy couple’s control of their own wedding. Should they have had a quieter ceremony? How
would Mitford have reacted?

3. When Cynthia says she has no family, Hessie Mayhew tells her the whole parish is her family. What different
kinds of families exist nowadays, and how well do you think they can substitute for the traditional
one?

4. The Book of Common Prayer’s description of marriage as “a common life” was written centuries ago. Do
you think it still applies today?

5. A Common Life brings together Mitford characters’ memories of their own romances and weddings, with
moving incidents—or those as comical as Cynthia’s bathroom doorknob falling off at the last minute. What
memories did A Common Life awaken in you?


